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B rie fs
Michigan Law Welcomes Justice Kennedy
Supreme Court Associate Justice Anthony Kennedy had a lengthy
to-do list when he arrived at the Law School for a visit September
11 and 12.
First, Justice Kennedy shared insights and swapped stories with a
combined Con Law class. He then sat in on Professor Ellen Katz’s
seminar on Regulation of Political Processes, during which he shared
ideas about democracy, the First Amendment, and gerrymandering.
The next morning, he conducted a lengthy and wide-ranging
question-and-answer session with students, faculty, and University
of Michigan President Mary Sue Coleman in an overflowing
Honigman Auditorium.

Law Quadrangle • Winter 2009

Warm and engaging throughout his stay, the Justice capped his visit
by gathering with more than a dozen judges, also in Honigman
Auditorium, where he administered the oath of office to Judge
Raymond M. Kethledge of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth
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Circuit. Kethledge, ‘93, is one of the youngest appellate judges ever
appointed.
Professor James J. White introduced Judge Kethledge, who drew
a laugh when he told the assembled crowd that he remembered a
few less enjoyable encounters with White in the same room.
“It’s very special for me to be in this room to have this happen,”
Judge Kethledge said. “And I want to thank Jim White.… He is,
truly, exactly what a professor should be.”
Judge Kethledge’s investiture ceremony also featured speeches
from Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals Judge Ralph Guy Jr., ’53, for
whom the new judge also clerked, and one of his former law
partners, Patrick Seyferth, ’92, of Bush, Seyferth & Paige PLLC, in
Troy, Michigan. The ceremony was followed by a reception hosted
by the law firm and held on the Quad.

B r i e fs
Clerkships on the Rise
The numbers are in. And they’re impressive.
The latest figures available from our Office of Career Services
show significant gains in judicial clerkship positions from the
prior year, with a total of 65 accepted judicial clerkships for 2009
as opposed to 48 clerkships for the current year.

Serving the Greater Good
Through Public Interest
Fellowships
Five Michigan Law students and alums have been
selected for prestigious fellowships thus far this
season. Among them are three recipients of Skadden
Fellowships, widely recognized as the most competitive
public service awards in the country.
Michigan’s most recent Skadden recipients continue a
ten-year run during which Law School graduates have
received at least one Skadden Fellowship per year.
Michigan has the fourth highest number of total
recipients since the fellowships were established in
1988.

But that’s not all.
Michigan Law alumni nabbed two Supreme Court clerkships.
Hyland Hunt, ‘06, will begin her second clerkship with Justice
John Paul Stevens and, likewise, Joshua Deahl, ‘O6, will
continue clerking for Justice Sandra Day O’Connor (retired). And
those are in addition to seven more federal Court of Appeals
clerkships than last year.
Also, as Counsel to the Associate Dean for Student and Graduate
Affairs Joan Larsen is quick to point out, not all the hiring has been
completed. “We added 24 clerkships between October 2007 and
the summer of 2008, 11 in federal district courts and 13 in state
courts,” she observes.
Which means there could be even more good news on the horizon
for Michigan Law students.

Two additional awards—a Coffin Family Law Fellowship
and an Equal Justice Works Fellowship—round out this
year’s crop.
Recipients include:
Jessica Berry, ’07, whose Skadden Fellowship with
the Children’s Law Center of Massachusetts will help
her represent high-risk adolescents in foster care.
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Stacy Braverman, a 3L whose Equal Justice Works
Fellowship will see her helping low-income people with
Bread for the City Legal Clinic in Washington, D.C.
Melissa Cohen, a 3L who will use her Skadden
Fellowship to work with New York-based Children’s
Rights, Inc., ensuring that children nationwide have
effective counsel in abuse and neglect cases.
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Malinda Ellwood, ’08, whose Coffin Family Law
Fellowship will allow her to work for Pine Tree Legal
Aid in Portland, Maine, representing low-income
individuals in family law cases.
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Erin Dougherty, ’08, whose Skadden Fellowship will
take her to the far west of Alaska where she’ll work
with the Native American Rights Fund.
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B rie fs
Governor Granholm Keynotes First Annual ELPP Conference
Fresh from passage of a bipartisan renewable energy package in
the state legislature, Michigan Governor Jennifer M. Granholm
shared her vision for the state’s economic and environmental
future with an eager audience at the inaugural conference of
Michigan Law’s Environmental Law and Policy Program, held on
September 25 and 26.

The two-day environmental conference featured panels on climate
change, alternative energy, and sustainability. Lisa Heinzerling, a
Georgetown Law Center professor and lead author of petitioner’s
briefs in Massachusetts v. Environmental Protection Agency, was
the featured speaker during a luncheon that was held, appropriately
enough, outdoors on the Quad.

Program Director David M. Uhlmann invited the governor to take
part in the event, which focused on “An Environmental Agenda
for the Next Administration.”

Heinzerling suggested that a new president should first of all apply
existing “off-the-shelf” laws to improve environmental policy.
Another early goal, she said, should be wresting control of the
regulatory state from the Office of Management and Budget.
“What OMB really has is a lot of fancy reasons to say no,” she said
to general laughter.

“This topic is so ripe for Michigan and the nation,” Granholm
said at the beginning of her wide-ranging remarks. “I hope you
intend to leave the planet better than you found it.”
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During her Honigman Auditorium address, which was attended by
University of Michigan President Mary Sue Coleman, Granholm
also paid tribute to several Michigan graduate students and faculty members, among them U-M Law Professor Ted Parson, who
shared a Nobel Prize with Al Gore for their work on the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.

Michigan Governor Jennifer M.
Granholm addresses the audience
at ELPP’s inaugural conference.
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Heinzerling also maintained that the real power for change in
America’s approach to the environment will come from minute
shifts noticed by regular citizens—people who become aware
that they’re planting their gardens earlier, for example, or who
sense that “this weather is weird.”
“I don’t care who’s in office in January,” she said. “You can start…
We can all do it.”

B r i e fs
En Garde! Olympian and
Michigan Law Student
Sada Jacobson Slashes
Her Way to Silver

Pogue Receives U-M Service Award

A wit like a rapier has served many a
lawyer in a tough spot, but student lawyer
Sada Jacobson will opt for her trusty saber
every time.

Richard W. Pogue, ’53, was among four recipients of the 2008 University of Michigan Alumni
Association’s Distinguished Alumni Service Award, the highest honor the association can
bestow on an alumnus. The award was presented at a ceremony last fall.
Pogue serves as the inaugural chair of the Law School Dean’s Advisory Council, a small
group of committed alumni volunteers that advises Dean Evan Caminker on such issues
as curriculum, communications, and recruitment of students and faculty, among others.
The council was formed in 2006 following dissolution of the Committee of Visitors, on
which Pogue also served.

But then, that’s only to be expected of a
world-class fencer who helped her country
fill every position on the medal stand during
this past summer’s Olympic Games in
Beijing. The Michigan Law 1L captured
silver while teammates Mariel Zagunis
and Becca Ward took gold and bronze,
respectively, in the women’s individual
saber competition on August 9.

A former managing partner of Jones Day, Pogue has long championed the need to teach
Michigan Law students about the business of law. In the 1990s, he developed and taught
a course on the subject that remains an enduring part of the curriculum.
“Dick Pogue is a deeply engaged alumnus who cares passionately about Michigan Law,
its faculty, and its students,” said Dean Evan Caminker. “He has made significant
contributions to the intellectual life of the Law School in numerous ways over several
decades. It is most appropriate that he has received this important recognition.”

School Hosts Site Dedication

Jacobson, a native of Dunwoody, Georgia,
was ranked number one in the world after
she won her initial World Cup title in
2003—the first American woman so
honored. She also captured a bronze medal
at the Olympic Games in Athens, and found
time to earn a B.A. in history from Yale.
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The accomplishment was noted by commentators as divergent as Bob Costas and
Wall Street Journal law blog writer Dan
Slater, whose entry wished Jacobson the
best of luck “lunging her way through J.J.
White’s commercial transactions class
with the same grace she used” to dismantle
her fencing opponents.

The sky threatened rain, but there were plenty of smiles at the corner of State and Monroe
streets on November 14 as the Law School dedicated the site of its new academic
building. Here, as part of the Michigan Difference Campaign Celebration, U-M President
Mary Sue Coleman and Campaign Chair Bruce Bickner, ‘68, unveil the building schematic.
For more photos, see page 46.
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